component of social history, related as it is to all the resources in the
human environment. Preventable illness and premature death placed
an enormous economic and emotional drain on Mississippi and the
other southern states and helped to hold the region in perpetual poverty
and backwardness. Flem Snopes could not move into the industrial age
with hookworm in his intestines and malaria in his blood.

In broader perspective the Mississippi experience shedslight on cur-
rent issues. In a recent convocation in Stockholm several Nobel Lau-
reates, discussing their global responsibilities as members of the sci-
entific community, raised questions which would have sounded familiar
to Felix Underwood. The scientists agreed that two major obstacles hin-
dered the application of modern medicine and health care on a global
scale. Without universal public education there could be no widespread
support for public health reform. Without an effective burcaucratic sys-
tem of distribution medical benefits could not reach the inaccessible
areas of third world nations.? These were the very problems which Un-
derwood faced in Mississippi in 1924, problems which he resolved by
approaching public health as a reform movement demanding political
solutions. His lesson is worth remembering.

56, WKNO, "Science and Man,” August 21, 1983, Bengt Feldreich, narrator.

[ssues and Analysis

Lowell: Building
a New Appreciation
for Historical Place

RoOBERT WEIBLE

Tie vERY DRAMATIC economic revitalization of the city of Lowell,
Massachusetts. has generated a good deal of national attention lately,
with articles in a host of national publications proclaiming that, among
other things, Lowell’s economic recovery is directly attributable to a re-
newed appreciation of the city’s history by Lowell’s own citizens—good
news, certainly, for public historians interested in the utility of history.!
It is even better news for Lowell, where previously it was common
knowledge that the city, like other New England milltowns. had been
suffering from a prolonged depression since its abandonment by the tex-
tile industry in the 1920s. The city was noteworthy to no one in the
years that followed, not even to its own residents, who, like Jack Ker-
ouac, maintained a love-hate relationship with their hometown and
sought notoriety elsewhere {in Kerouac’s case, on the road).

During the late sixties and early seventies, however, attitudes
changed, and so did public policies. Lowellians gave up their standard--
ized urban renewal schemes in favor of an urban planning concept that
focused on the city’s history and led to the creation of state and national

This paper was prepared for the session “History as Place” at the 1983 OAH meeting, and
I benefited there from the commentary of Ross Holland, Tamara Hareven, and George
MeDaniel. [ would also like to thank Betsy Bahr, W. Lewis Barlow, Mary Blewett, John
Debo, Dwight Pitcaithley, Bob Pomeroy, Loretta Ryan, Jim St. Clair, and Michael Wurm
for their insights and assistance,

1. See especially Haynes Johnson, “A Success Story in the Industrial Cradle,” Wash-
ington Post, October 31, 1982, 1 ff.; and Jane Holtz Kay, “The Venice of America: A Look
at the Thriving Town of Lowell, Mass.,” Christian Science Monitor, December 10, 1982,
15. Lowell's economic turnaround has also been the focus of several features on national
television shows, including Today and Good Morning America.
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